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for the examinyng preuvyng deuidinge caetynge Sc wrytynge of everye 
accompte ... if there be shippyng of wollefl Sc, no reteynere nor lycence .. . 
26«. 8 d. If there be reteynere or lycence ... 40s. If there be no shyppynge 
of wolles 13s. 4 d. For every viewe 10s. 

if there was shipping of wool, 6s. 8 d. if there was not. And in 
the office of the chamberlains 5s. for joining of tallies. 

This list of fees compared with the text of the poem suggests 
that in the fifty years or so between its date and the date of the 
ordinance, the gifts and bribes complained of by John Bell had 
become recognized payments. Caesar’s curious description of 
the verses as ‘ privileges of the Exchequer Court, Chamber and 
men ’ suggests that he considered the extortions as corresponding 
with the fees whose existence had long been sanctioned by 
custom and which had become very much greater than those of 
the ordinance. M. Dorothy George. 


Five Indentures between Edward IV and Warwick 
the Kingmaker 

Although the earl of Warwick was entrusted with the keeping 
of the sea, the captaincies of Calais, Guines, and Hammes, and the 
general guardianship of the northern border of England from the 
beginning of the reign of Edward IV, he apparently signed no 
indentures with the king until the early months of 1462, when 
Edward was much perturbed by the conspiracy of the earl of 
Oxford. No copy of the agreement for the keeping of the sea 
seems to have escaped destruction, but from a warrant which 
Edward sent to the exchequer on 26 February 1462 we learn 
that it was drawn up on 13 February of that year, which was the 
day after Oxford’s arrest, that the earl was to serve the king for 
three yoars, beginning with the feast of St. Martin in winter last 
past, and that ‘ among other things contained in the said inden¬ 
ture ’ it was agreed that the carl should be paid a thousand pounds 
a year. 1 

Very soon after Oxford’s execution Edward started on 
a progress through his kingdom, and it was at Lichfield that 
Warwick signed the indenture making him captain and warden 
of Carlisle and of the west marches towards Scotland. Of this 
indenture a copy is preserved in Exchequer Accounts 71/5, and, 
though it is without date, we learn from a warrant which Edward 
sent to the exchequer on 10 June 1463 authorizing the payment 
of what was ‘ behind unpaid ’ of the earl’s wages, 2 and also from 

1 Warrants for Issues, 1 Edw. IV, 20 February. 

* Ibid. 3 Edw. IV, 10 .June. 
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a grant which the earl received on 2 January 1466, 1 that it was 
made on 5 April in the second year of the king’s reign, and the 
grant of 2 January 1466 also says that the contract was signed 
at Lichfield. According to this indenture, the earl was to hold 
the wardenship for twenty years reckoned from the day of 
Edward’s accession to the throne, and the king was to pay him 
£2,500 ‘ in great ’ in time of war and £1,250 in time of truce or 
peace, payments being made quarterly and in advance. If 
‘ a power royal of enemies ’ appeared, the earl was to be at liberty 
to ‘ enforce ’ the town and castle ‘ with convenable number of 
people and in case of a siege he was to notify the king, who 
within six weeks ‘ shall make that siege to be removed and rescue 
the said castle and town, and else the said earl shall be excused 
of all perils that in that case may come ’. On the other hand, 
if a peace or a long truce were signed between England and 
Scotland, the earl was to be duly warned ‘ that he may upon 
that ordain for his soldiers as the case requireth ’. And, finally, 
if the earl wished to resign the wardenship, he must give the king 
a half-year’s warning. 

Of Edward’s indenture with Warwick for the captaincy of 
Guines two copies exist in Exchequer Accounts 71/5. Both 
documents are somewhat tom, but at the end of one of them may 
be read, ‘ given at the city of Lichfield the 5th . . . second year 
of the reign of our sovereign lord the king abovesaid ’ : and as 
Edward was not at Lichfield on the 5th day of any month 
of the second year of his reign except April, 2 this indenture must 
have been signed on the same day on which the agreement for 
the keeping of the west marches was signed. In this case the 
bargain was that the earl was to hold the captaincy of Guines for 
life, and must give the king a half-year’s warning if, ‘ because of 
infirmity, sickness, lack of payment, or other cause reasonable ’, 
he wished to resign his office. As long as he was captain ho 
was to keep, at the king’s wages, a garrison of 50 men-of-arms 
on foot and 50 archers on foot, and the first quarter’s wages 
were to be paid ‘ in hand at the making of these indentures ’, 
the rest at the beginning of each quarter by the hands of the 
treasurer of Calais, who was to be allowed to pay ‘ the third penny 
in victuals convenables and at such price as they shall be worth 
at Calais ’ at the time of payment. In time of war 10 men-of- 
arms on horseback and 20 on foot were to be added to the garrison, 
and if the castle seemed to be in danger the king and his council, 
up>on warning from the earl, were to send him within twenty 
days, ‘ out of the realm of England or out of the town of Calais ’, 
200 men-of-arms and archers, or less, as the case required, * with 
sufficient victual, archery, and habiliments of war for the surety 

1 Cal. oj Parent Rolls, 1461-7, p. 422. • Privy Seals. 
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and safeguard of the said castle \ Should the castle actually bo 
besieged, the earl was to have ‘ rescue sufficient ’ within forty 
days. Lastly, a careful agreement was made in regard to tho 
division of the possible spoils and prisoners of war, which was to 
the effect that the king was to have the third of the carl’s ‘ win¬ 
nings of war ’ and ‘ the third of thirds ’ of the winnings of the 
members of the earl’s retinue, while the earl and his retinue were 
to keep all prisoners ‘ except kings and sons of kings, constable, 
marshal, and lieutenant-general of France, except also the 
duke of Burgundy, his marshal and lieutenant-general, the which 
shall remain and be prisoners unto the king our said sovereign 
lord, and for the which he shall make reasonable agreement to 
him or them that so shall take them 

Copies of Warwick’s indentures for the captaincy of the town 
and castle of Calais and the tower of Rysbank and for the 
captaincy of Hammes are also to be found in Exchequer Accounts 
71/5. That relating to Hammes is undated and the one relating 
to Calais is so badly injured that the date, if recorded, can no 
longer be read, but the probability is that they too were signed 
at Lichfield on 5 April 1462. The captaincies of Calais and of 
Hammes, according to these agreements, Warwick was to hold, 
like the captaincy of Guines, for life, and in Calais he was to main¬ 
tain, at the king’s wages, a garrison of 30 men-of-arms on horse¬ 
back (including himself or his lieutenant and three other knights), 
30 archers on horseback, 200 men-of-arms on foot, and 200 archers 
on foot, while the retinue of the treasurer of Calais was also to 
obey him 1 in all things touching the surety and safeguard of the 
said town, castle, and tower As at Guines, the wages were to 
be paid at the beginning of each quarter by the hands of the 
treasurer of Calais, with the third penny in ‘ victuals convenient ’, 
but as there were always special needs at Calais, in addition to 
his men-of-arms and archers the earl was to have under his 
command 40 ‘ arbalesters ’, 20 carpenters, and 20 masons, ‘ over 
the artillery and pensioners ’, and the king promised to supply 
victuals and ‘ all manner habiliments of war and artilleries, with 
people convenient thereto In case of war in those ‘ parties ’ 
the king was also bound to send to the earl within six weeks after 
warning had been given to him or his council 140 men-of-arms 
on horseback, 150 archers on horseback, 100 men-of-arms on 
foot, 184 archers on foot, and four ‘ scuerours ’ on horseback, 
while in case of a siege, 1 for the resistance thereof unto the time 


1 The garrison thus enumerated did not include 1 the crew ’, which at this time 
consisted of 20 men-of-arms on horseback and 240 archers on foot and regarding 
which It seems to have been customary to make an entirely separate agreement. 
See Exobequer Accounts, France, bundle 190, no. 4 (8 August 1402). At Guines also, 
there was a ‘ crew ’ of 10 men-of-arms on foot (ibid.). 
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of the coming of the great rescue the earl was to have a com¬ 
petent number of men-of-arms and archers within a month. 
And if the town and castle were not ‘ rescued ’ within two months 
‘ and in default thereof any inconvenience afterward Imp to fall 
to the said town or castle, that God defend the earl wus to be 
‘ discharged and quitted ' against the king and his heirs for ever¬ 
more. 

The indenture for the captaincy of Calais contained many 
further provisions, but few of them can be deciphered except that 
Warwick was tobeallowedsufficient shipping andreshipping at the 
king’s expense, that he was to make musters, views, and reviews 
quarterly before the treasurer and comptroller of Calais and report 
to them the names of his men, and that he was to have power to 
grant under his seal or signet safe-conducts, sureties, &c., to the 
king’s adversaries to enter Calais and the marches. At Hammes 
Warwick was to keep for the defence of the castle, in addition 
to his deputy, one archer on horseback, 17 men-of-arms on foot, 
and 22 archers on foot : and the wages were to be paid quarterly, 
though in this instance at the end instead of at the beginning 
of the quarter, by the hands of the treasurer of Calais, the third 
penny to be, as usual, in victuals. In time of war the earl was to 
have ‘ in retinue with him ’ as many soldiers on horseback and 
on foot as had been customary in the past, and again the king 
was to receive ‘ the third part of winnings of war as well of the 
said earl as the third of thirds ’, while Warwick and his retinue 
were to retain all prisoners except princes, sons of princes, 
marshals, and lieutenants-general of any of the king’s adversaries, 
and ‘ traitors such as have offended or shall offend within our said 
sovereign lord’s pale and marches there ’. 

Coba L. Scofield. 


The Early History of Jamaica ( ijii-ijj6) 

The archives of the Indies at Seville in Spain, from which are 
drawn the documents printed below, afford much new information 
on the history of Jamaica under Spanish rule. 1 In 1510 Diego 
Colon, admiral of the Indies, sent Juan de Esquivel as his 
lieutenant into Jamaica.* The agreement (‘ asiento ’) which 
undoubtedly existed between the admiral and Esquivel has not 
come to light, neither has that entered into at the same time 
by Colon and Diego de Velazquez for the conquest of Cuba, but 
it is known 5 that to justify the dispatch of Velazquez the admiral 

1 For a short general account of these materials see Cundall and Pietersz, Jamaica 
under the Spaniards, prefaoe. 

“ See nos. i, vi, viii, is, below. 

* I. A. Wright, The Early flitlory of Cuba, pp. 22, 28. 
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